Lesson Plan: “Interview a [Scientist] in Your Community”

This lesson plan applies to middle school and high school students. Students may wish to interview their favorite science teacher in math, physics, biology, or computer science. Additionally, check to see if the school can develop a list with the help of the parents of local scientists, engineers, pharmacists or other science, math, or technology professionals willing to be interviewed. Students can also interview faculty from the local university or junior college. Here is a sample of some questions that students could use when they conduct their interview with a scientist.
 

1. How did you get started in your career?

2. Did you have a mentor?

3. Did either of your parents work in this field?

4. What do you like most about the field?

5. Describe aspects of the field that are most appealing?

6. What are five achievements in relation to your work that you are most proud of?

7. What training or learning helped to develop your abilities and interests?

8. What do you enjoy most about your work?

9. How many years of education did you study and what kind of degrees do you have?

10. When you were a student, did you work in a lab, complete a science fair project, or attended science-related camps or workshops?

11. Who are famous science figures you really admire?

12. Have you ever done research?

13. What is research like?

14. What are meetings like and how do you give talks about your research?

15. How do you learn from others?

16. Are you required to write well to debate, or give public talks in your career?

17. Does a large part of your work involve meetings, participating on a team, or collaborate with others?

18. Is scientific activity and working as a scientist social? 
19. Are there times when you’ve felt that you made a mistake? How did you handle that?

20. When there are problems in your job, what strategies are there to fix the problem?
21. How do you develop the ability to work hard, stay motivated, and persist even when you’re bored frustrated, or confused.
 

